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TAGS: PFOR, PLOS, ENRG, TS, OY, IT 

SUBJECT: TUNISIAN-LIBYAN CONTINENTAL SHELF DISPUTE: 

LIBYAN ALLEGATIONS ON US NAVY VESSEL; LOCATION 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 TUNIS 03818 3II825Z 

OF "J.W. BATES" 

REE: TRIPOLI 704 (DTG 30I325Z MAY 77), TUNIS 3543 (DTG 
2016 15Z MAY 77), CINCEUR 28I805Z MAY 77 (NOTAL) 

I. EOR TRIPOLI: SUBJECT TO CORRECTION BY OTHER ACTION ADDRESSEES, 

WE ASSUME THAT LIBYAN FOREIGN UNDERSECRETARY ATRASH (TRIPOLI 704) 
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IN ERROR AND THERE ARE NO RPT NO US NAVAL UNITS IN GABES 
OR ADJACENT GULE. CONCEIVABLY LIBYANS MAY HAVE MISTAKEN 
TUNISIAN ERIGATE "PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA" FOR USN VESSEL. 

ONLY RECENT US NAVAL PRESENCE TO OUR KNOWLEDGE OEF SOUTHERN 
TUNISIA WAS "USS DEWEY" (DDG-45) WHICH CONDUCTED EOUR 
HOUR JOINT MANEUVERING EXERCISE WITH FRIGATE "PRESIDENT 
BOURGUIBA" (TUNIS 3543) APPROXIAMTELY SIXTY MILES NORTHWEST 
OF "SCARABBEO" SITES AT 1 100 ON 23 MAY. AFTER COMPLETION OE 
DEWEY'S ROUTINE PORT VISIT TO SFAX MAY 18-23, UNITS PROCEEDED 
NORTH OFE KERKENNA ISLANDS WITH DEWEY DEPARTING NORTH EOR 
GAETA, ITALY THAT AFTERNOON FOLLOWING TERMINATION OE 
EXERCISE. (SFAX PORT VISIT AND DATES DEWEY WAS IN AREA 
ARE UNCLASSIFIED.) 

2. EOR COMSIXTHFLT.WE EOUND YOUR EARLIER REPORTING ON 
"SCARABEO IV ", BASED ON ROUTINE ON-GOING AIR RECONNAISSANCE, 
USEFUL. SUBJECT TO CONCURRENCE WASHINGTON AGENCIES, REQUEST 
EMBASSY BE PROVIDED RESULTS OF ROUTINE SURVEILLANCE ON SAME BASIS 
TO FIX PRECISE LOCATION OF "J.W. BATES" DRILLING SHIP AND PROVIDE 
INCIDENTAL SITREP IN VICINITY - WHICH WE ASSUME IS APPROXI- 
MATELY THAT OF "SCARABEO IV " FORMER SITE (34 DEGREES 01 MINUTES 
NORTH; 12 DEGREES 34 MINUTES EAST). 

MULCAHY 


SECRET 


NNN 
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